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“When I went to Chicago more than 25 
years ago as a community organizer, I  
worked with churches and I worked with 
unions to lift up families and 
neighborhoods that had been 
devastated when the steel plants were 
shut down. They'd given up hope. So I 
worked with the unions and the city 
government and we brought the 
community together to fight for its 
common future. If this sounds familiar, 
it's because that's what you guys do. 
You fight to make sure American 
workers get a fair shake in a changing 
economy. You stand up for our families 
when their government won't stand up 
for them.”  

- Barack Obama’s address  to the 
IAM Grand Lodge Convention, 
September 12, 2008  

“When I went to Chicago more than 25 
years ago as a community organizer, I  
worked with churches and I worked with 
unions to lift up families and 
neighborhoods that had been 
devastated when the steel plants were 
shut down. They'd given up hope. So I 
worked with the unions and the city 
government and we brought the 
community together to fight for its 
common future. If this sounds familiar, 
it's because that's what you guys do. 
You fight to make sure American 
workers get a fair shake in a changing 
economy. You stand up for our families 
when their government won't stand up 
for them.”  

- Barack Obama’s address  to the 
IAM Grand Lodge Convention, 
September 12, 2008  


