
1951: IAM pledges full support of UN action in Korea. 

1952: Employees on 85% of airlines now protected by IAM agreements. 92% of IAM contracts provide for paid 
holidays. 

1953: IAM has contracts fixing wages and working conditions with 13,500 employers. IAM Atomic Energy 
Conference organized. 

1955: AFL and Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) merge, Machinist Al Hayes elected Vice President 
and chairman of Ethical Practices Committee. 70% of IAM contracts now have health and welfare provisions. 
Machinists average $2.33 an hour. 

1956: 2,000th active local chartered. New ten story Machinists Building dedicated at 1300 Connecticut Ave., 
Washington, DC. 

1958: IAM convention establishes a strike fund which was approved by the membership in a referendum vote. 
IAM membership now tops 903,000. 

1959: Congress enacts anti-union Landrum-Griffin Act. 

1960: IAM convention endorses JFK for President after personal visits from both Kennedy and Richard Nixon. 
IAM convention establishes college scholarship program. IAM establishes Labor Management Pension Fund. 

1962: IAM Electronics Conference established. JFK issues Executive Order giving Federal employees a limited 
right to collective bargaining. Machinists now average $3.10 an hour. 

1964: IAM convention endorses LBJ for President, after a personal appearance. Delegates vote to change name 
to International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers. Membership at 800,000. 

1966: IAM members strike five major airlines and finally break through unfair 3.2% limit on wage increases. 
First dental care plan negotiated with Aerojet General. 

1967: Railroad machinists lead shopcrafts against nation's railroads. Congress forces return to work and 
arbitration. 

1968: IAM membership tops 1,000,000. Machinists average S3.44 an hour. 

1969: IAM member, Edwin (Buzz) Aldrin, the first space mechanic walks on the moon. 

1970: Congress votes first Federal Occupational Safety and Health law. IAM is one of 19 unions in first 
successful coordinated bargaining effort against GE. 

1971: IAM wins biggest back pay award in history, more than $54,500,00 for 1,000 members locked out 
illegally by National Airlines. IAM establishes Job Safety & Health Department. 

1972: IAM membership drops to 902,000 as a result of recession and layoffs in defense industries. IAM 
President Floyd Smith quits U.S. Pay Board to protest unfair economic policies. IAM convention endorses Sen. 
George McGovern for President. 

1973: IAM and UAW hold first joint Legislative Conference with 1,000 delegates in attendance. Machinists 
average $4.71 an hour. Membership rises to 927,000. 



1974: Watergate scandal cast its shadow over labor unions along with the rest of the country. When President 
Nixon resigned, IAM wired President Gerald Ford, "You can count on our support and cooperation in your 
efforts to bring America back to the principles upon which it was founded." 

1976: IAM convention endorses Jimmy Carter for U.S. President., Delegates vote to set up Civil Rights and 
Organizing departments and expand community services program. 

1977: William W. Winpisinger sworn in as the lAM's 11th president. 

1979: Citizen/Labor Energy Coalition launches first Stop Big Oil day to protest obscene profits by oil 
conglomerates while American workers'' paychecks continue to shrink. 

1980: IAM media project begins. Thousands of IAM members and their families monitor prime time TV to 
determine media's portrayal of working people and unions. 

 


